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The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT) is  concerned about the proliferation of captive facilities holding a range of carnivores in 
South Africa for the sole purpose of tourism and �nancial gain. 

We urge the public to consider some important facts when visiting any facilities that hold Lions, Cheetahs, Leopards, Wild Dogs, 
hyaenas and even some exotic (non-native to South Africa) species such as tigers and panthers. 

free roaming in 
reserves and parks. 

Captive bred 
carnivores become 

human-imprinted and they 
do not grow up in  

natural social groups.

We urge these visitors to captive carnivore facilities to ask at the very least these critical 
questions:  

The so-called  ‘canned hunting’ 
industry for lions has increased in recent 

years and the total estimated value 
generated from hunting captive lions 

amounted to about
R98 million in 2006/2007

Conservation priorities include: 
1. reducing human-wildlife con�ict, 
2. securing suitable habitat, 
3. reducing illegal o�take and 
4. maintaining balanced, functioning 
    ecosystems. 

Captive breeding is 
not a conservation 

recommendation for any 
carnivore species in 

South Africa

A carnivore breeding facility will usually 
have to sell their o�spring; 

they cannot always have cubs and 
 youngsters if they do not sell  ‘excess’ 

animals.    

Petting and bottle 
feeding of cubs is 
o�ered, for a fee. 

These cubs are often 
taken away from their 

mothers.

captive lions

What is the plan for the long-term future of the animals in this facility? 
Where are the cubs’ mothers?
Why are cubs not being raised by their mothers?
What happens to the facility’s cubs when they grow up?
If they are released into larger wildlife areas, where are these and can the facility provide?
documentation to prove a viable, ethical and successful release process?
If the facility is breeding, do they have a management plan that determines responsible husbandry  and management of 
all stock?
Do any of the ‘stock’ have the opportunity to live out their natural lives, or are they hunted or bred with again?
What happens to the facility’s surplus animals?
Can the public inspect the record books of the facility and follow the life cycle of an individual animal?
If these animals become part of another breeding programme, for what purpose?


