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Executive Summary 
 

World Water Day 2011 was observed in Pakistan by the Ministry of Environment and 

prominent members of a national WASH Coalition in the cities of Islamabad-Rawalpindi, 

Lahore, Peshawar, Quetta, and the towns of Vehari and Kabirwala on March 22, 2011 

under the global theme of “Water and Cities: Responding to the Urban Challenge”. Safe 

water is a challenge because only 62 per cent of urban households in Pakistan have 

access to tap water. The rest of the urban population, mainly the poor and vulnerable 

groups living in slums and squatter settlements, relies on alternate sources. These 

sources are frequently contaminated by germs of fecal origin. Consequently, the 

incidence of diarrheal diseases among urban children is high, in fact 10% higher than in 

rural areas.    

Children’s messages on issues that concern them directly, such as polluted water, are 

treated seriously by many adults. Children can be effective agents of change, especially 

when they are organized (in an Environmental Club for example) to undertake practical 

activities, to present their learning, and follow up on their message.  

As such, Children-Led Demonstration of Water Purification at Point of Use was selected 

as the specific theme for WWD 2011 in Pakistan. The purpose was to empower children 

living in urban slums as promoters of drinking water purification at point of use, at home, 

in school, and in their communities.  

In the month leading to WWD 2011, children from partner schools in low- and middle-

income urban wards developed models and communications materials for water 

purification at point of use. Schoolchildren under this initiative prepared 87 models, 

created 23 poems and wrote and presented 20 skits. Another 58 prepared, rehearsed 

and delivered speeches on water purification at point of use, while 115 made paintings 

or sketched posters at the WWD events (Table 1). 

Nearly 1,000 students and teachers from 131 Government and private schools that 

cater to communities living in urban slums and peri-urban squatter settlements attended 

the WWD 2011 events. Innovative ideas were recognized and rewarded. For wider 

dissemination, print media, television stations and radio channels were invited to cover 

the events. 

The WWD 2011 events have also given the sponsors fresh insights on the perceptions 

of children and youth living in marginal urban settlements about their social and 

environmental situations. The learning will enable review and more focused 

implementation of national and provincial Behavior Change Communication Strategies 

for Hygiene Promotion, and in the development of manuals for Environmental Clubs.  
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Background 
 

World Water Day (WWD) is being internationally observed on 22 March since 1993 in 

compliance with a recommendation of the United Nations Conference on Environment 

and Development 1992 (Rio Conference), and follow up resolution of the United Nations 

General Assembly.  The theme for WWD 2011 was “Water for Cities: Responding to the 

Urban Challenge”.  

World Water Day 2011 was observed in the cities of Islamabad-Rawalpindi, Lahore, 

Peshawar, Quetta, Vehari, and Kabirwala on March 22, 2011. The purpose was to 

empower children living in urban slums as promoters of drinking water purification at 

point of use, at home, in school, and in their communities.  

The organizers were Government of Pakistan, Ministry of Environment, UNICEF, UN-

HABITAT and WSSCC supported at one or more locations by Plan Pakistan, Save the 

Children and WaterAid. Pakistan Institute for Environment-Development Action 

Research (PIEDAR) was responsible for coordinating and managing the events. Partner 

schools, schoolchildren, and citizens participated in the events to create a broad 

ownership.  

Only 62 per cent of urban households in Pakistan have access to tap water (PSLM, 

2008, Table 4.7). The rest of the urban population, mainly the poor and vulnerable 

groups living in slums and squatter settlements, relies on alternate sources. These 

sources are frequently contaminated by germs of fecal origin. Consequently, the 

incidence of diarrheal diseases among urban children is high, in fact 10% higher than in 

rural areas (PSLM 2008, Table 3.7).   

In Pakistan, treated water supplies are often re-contaminated in transmission or in 

handling at point of use. Research has shown water purification at point of use to be an 

effective intervention that reduces the incidence of diarrheal diseases by more than half. 

Drinking water purification prior to consumption has a high benefit-cost ratio (34:1) even 

compared to other useful WATSAN interventions (Pruss-Usten et al, WHO, 2007).  

Children commonly carry messages to their parents, siblings, and friends, and even to 

their teachers. Children’s messages on issues that concern them directly, such as 

polluted water, are treated seriously by many adults. Children can be effective agents of 

change, especially when they are organized (in an Environmental Club for example) to 

undertake practical activities, to present their learning, and follow up on their message.  

For these reasons, the sponsors organized WWD 2011 as a children-led campaign for 

water purification at home and at school. In the month leading to WWD 2011, children 

from partner schools in low- and middle-income urban wards developed models and 
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communications materials for water purification at point of use. The children presented 

their models, posters, poems and made speeches at events held simultaneously in 

Islamabad, Lahore, Peshawar and Quetta, and in one district headquarters (Vehari) and 

a sub-divisional headquarters (Kabirwala). Innovative ideas were recognized and 

rewarded. For wider dissemination, print media, television stations and radio channels 

were invited to cover the events.  

World Water Day 2011: Islamabad-Rawalpindi 

WWD 2011 was held at Margalla Hotel, Islamabad. It was attended by 186 students and 

56 teachers from 37 schools. Stalls and information centers were set up outside the 

main hall by international agencies and partner NGOs. Opening remarks were delivered 

by Mr. Irfan Tariq, Co-Project Manager, MOE. Ms. Karen B. Allen, Deputy Resident 

Representative UNICEF and Mr. Siamak Mogkhaddam, Country Director, UN-HABITAT 

delivered keynote addresses, while Mr. Javed Ali Khan, DG MOE gave the concluding 

address on behalf of Government after the presentations by the schoolchildren.  

Mr. Irfan Tariq stressed on the water scarcity facing Pakistan, and the significance of 
clean drinking water for human health. He also introduced the draft Manual for 
Environmental Clubs that will be used by teachers to introduce environmental practices 
in daily lives of the students. He was also proudly launched the Urdu translation of the 
National Drinking Water Policy, 2009, and acknowledged the contribution of WaterAid in 
facilitating the translation.  

Mr Siamak Mogkhaddam highlighted the link between water and sustainable 
development. The growth of cities and the mushrooming of slums in cities have affected 
water quality in Pakistan. Quoting the UN Secretary General, he stressed upon efforts 
to provide less fortunate people with safe drinking water and sanitation. One component 
of the strategy was urban growth monitoring, for which he extended the full support of 
UN-HABITAT. 

Ms. Karen B. Allen, Deputy Representative UNICEF, said that World Water Day was in 
fact World Life Day. She said that 1.1 billion people around the world still lack access to 
clean, safe water, and sadly 1.4 million children die each year from preventable water 
and sanitation related diarrhea. It does not have to happen. Just Rupees 85 can provide 
a child with safe water for a year. There is also a gender dimension to access to water. 
Women and girls shoulder the burden of fetching and treating water for household use. 
Promoting household water treatment and safe storage helps vulnerable populations 
take charge of their own water security.   

While some children engaged in a poster sketching competition, others took part in a 
declamation competition. The key messages were the importance of and methods for 
water purification at home and school along with water conservation.   
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Children groups graced the stage with poetry recitals, while some members acted out 
the lyrics. The poems conveyed simple and effective ways of purifying drinking water in 
an entertaining and moving manner. At the conclusion of their activities, the children 
presented a skit, “Pani chahiya, kon sa junab, saaf pani” that rhymed with a well known 
jingle.  

The judges took a round of the 3-D model displays and judged the models and posters. 
They also spoke to the media persons present and had an opportunity to give live 
interviews over a radio station. Two children also voiced their concerns over radio on 
access to safe drinking water. 

DG Environment, MoE, Mr. Javed Ali Khan summed up the children’s performances. He 
was very impressed and suggested that the children’s messages should be added to 
the National Drinking Water Policy document. 

The sponsors presented shields and prizes to award winning schools and children. The 
schools were given shields bearing WWD and sponsors logos to commemorate the day, 
while children were given water flasks. Prize distribution was followed by refreshments.  

The list of schools and children participating in various competitions is at Annex 1.  
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World Water Day 2011: Lahore 
 

World Water Day in Lahore was organized by PIEDAR and the School Health and 
Nutrition (SHN) project of SCF on March 22, 2011 at the Ambassador Hotel. The 
program started with the recitation from the Holy Quran.    

Participation and Activities 
Mian Khalid Mehmood, Director, Punjab Environment Protection Department (EPD) was 
the chief guest. Six persons from Planning & Development Department, Urban Unit, 
Water and Sanitation Section, and two persons from UN-HABITAT also attended. A 
total of 94 students and 35 teachers from 21 partner schools of PIEDAR and SHN 

Project took part in WWD 2011 activities at Ambassador 
Hotel, Lahore. The students had prepared models which 
skillfully depicted the real situation on ground. They 
spoke about the various methods they had learnt to 
purify water at point of use. Posters were made on the 
spot and reflected the ambitions of the young artists. 
Skits were presented by the students of four schools, 
highlighting the deficiencies in the current drinking water 
supply systems.  

UN-HABITAT set up a stall, displaying awareness 
raising materials on a range of topics, including water purification at point of use. The 
stall displayed other brochures and booklets that can help children and adults 
understand their role in helping achieve a greener, cleaner and safer Pakistan for its 
citizens.   

Prize Winners 

The distinguished guests from EPD, Urban Unit of P&D Board, UN-HABITAT and 
PIEDAR gave prizes to the winning students in each competition category. The lists of 
prize winning schools are at Annex 2.   

The closing remarks were given by Mian Khalid 
Mehmood (Director EPD). He encouraged the 
children to spread the message of the day. He was 
also pleased to see a unified effort on part of the 
organizations hosting the World Water Day 2011.  

Mrs. Safia Aijaz Khan (Program Monitor PIEDAR 
Lahore) thanked all the distinguished guests for their 
valuable time, especially the children who started 
working much before the event to make this day a 
memorable success! 
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World Water Day 2011: Peshawar 
 

One hundred and sixty three students and 52 teachers from 17 PIEDAR partner schools 

participated in the function. Three officials from UNICEF, four from UN-HABITAT and 

three from Pakistan Youth Organization also attended. Syed Sardar Badshah, Central 

Chairman, Pakistan Youth Organization, was the Chief Guest. 

The objectives of the WWD 2011 event at Peshawar were to: 

 Bring out the reasons for urban water problems that is urbanization, 
industrialization, shortage of water, air pollution, improper sewerage, and so on;  

 Provide an opportunity to students of partner schools to express their knowledge 
through speeches, drawings, models, poems and skits regarding urban water 
problems and their solutions;   

 Launch a children led process for drinking water purification and safe storage;  
and  

 Encourage other grass roots actors for further dissemination.  
 

Jalal Ahmad, a student of Muslim Children Academy, recited from the Holy Quran. Mr. 

Zahid Shah, Program Assistant, PIEDAR welcomed the guests, teachers and students, 

and informed them about the plan for the day.   

The topic selected for the declamation competition was “Identify your urban water 

problems and give suggestions to improve them in 250 words”. All 17 schools 

participated in the competition. The speeches were marked for relevance and coverage 

of different aspects of urban water problems and their solutions. The competition was 

tight with a number of good speeches.  

Three skits were presented by the students of Muslim Children Academy, GPS Wahid 

Garhi and Junior Cambridge School Budni. The skits brought out the diseases caused 

by drinking impure water, and identified the solution 

in methods for water purification and safe storage.  

The poster competition was held on the spot in 

which all 17 schools participated. Students were 

given 30 minutes to sketch posters depicting 

“Water for cities: responding to the urban 

challenges and solutions”. The children emerged 

with strong and effective messages through their 

drawings. 

The position holders for the declamation and poster competitions are listed at Annex 3. 
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Four poems were recited by the students of Khurshed 

Public School, Muslim Children Academy, Junior 

Cambridge School Budni and GGPS Jala Bela. They 

highlighted the importance of clean water for healthy life, 

thanking God for this precious gift and requested the 

audience to use it wisely. 

Ten schools participated in the model making 
competition. The topic was “Water problems in cities.” 
Children prepared the models from waste materials. They 

depict a whole range of urban water problems.  The models were displayed in the 
school yard. All categories of participants took great interest in the models.  

The following schools were adjudged position holders for models:  

1. Muslim Children Academy    1st position 
2. Junior Cambridge School, Mian Gujar  2nd position 
3. GGHS Mian Gujar      3rd position. 

 

Presentation by UN-HABITAT  

Ms. Bushra Khan and Mr. Naik Muhammad Wazir from UN-Habitat give a presentation 

on water and sanitation and also demonstrated the proper method for hand washing 

with soap. 

Address by UNICEF 

Ms. Annmarie Swan, WES Specialist, appreciated the performance of the young actors. 

She point out to the threat of drinking water pollution in flood affected areas and 

stressed on cooperative efforts to overcome the challenge.  

Address by Chief Guest 

Syed Sardar Badshah, Central Chairman Pakistan Youth Organization, in his speech 

paid tribute to PIEDAR for the tremendous effort in organizing such a productive and 

successful event. He said that children suffered most from water borne diseases, and in 

his opinion that incidence of diarrheal diseases was increasing. A mission for water 

purification was most necessary. He requested students to continue their role in 

disseminating the WWD messages.  

Prize Distribution 

Prizes were awarded to the best performers by Ms. 

Annmarie Swan, UNICEF, Ms. Bushra Khan, UN-

HABITAT, and Syed Sardar Badshah, PYO.  
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World Water Day 2011: Quetta 

Context    

Only 13 per cent of the inhabitants of Balochistan have access to tap water. The rest 
use ground water drawn up through wells, hand pumps, and bore wells or surface water 
in channels or even open ponds in some slums. Most of these sources are not fit for 
human consumption.  

The sponsors (MOE, UNICEF, UN-HABITAT & WSSCC) celebrated World Water Day 
on 22 March 2011 at Balochistan Boys Scouts Provincial Head Quarters on Hali Road, 
Quetta, in the collaboration with provincial government departments and development 
organizations along with children from Government and private schools of the city. 
Around 200 persons participated in the event including 90 students and teachers.  

Proceedings  

The event started with recitation from the Holy Quran and Naat presented by a student 
of Al-Mustafa High School.  UN-
HABITAT Provincial Manager Syed 
Naseeruddin Shah warmly welcomed 
the participants from government 
departments, UN agencies, NGOs, 
teachers, students, and journalists. 
The mandate of UN-HABITAT is to 
rehabilitate affected and vulnerable 
communities. It works in cooperation 
with other international agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and 
government departments for the 
improvement, rehabilitation, capacity 
building and development of vulnerable communities.  

Children from partner schools presented their models, paintings, speeches and a 
tableau for safe drinking water, preventing wastage of water and water management. 
The activities and communications materials developed by the children were much 
appreciated by the audience. The best judged presentations were awarded prizes. 

Tableau 

15 girls from Sesame Street Public School 
presented a tableau on the role of water in 
improving the environment. They also gave 
messages about importance of clean drinking 
water. The title of the tableau was Bol Meri 
Machli Kithna Pani.   

 



 12 

Speech Competition 

The theme of the speech contest was 
challenges faced by the people in cities 
as well as villages of Balochistan in 
accessing fresh safe drinking water. The 
students elaborated on the topic and 
gave suggestions for improving drinking 
water conditions. 

The list of contestants is at Annex 4.  

 

Poster Competition  

Paintings and posters were developed and presented by the students of Primary School 
Killi Bilal Shahwani, Tameer-e-Nasle Nau Public School, Mominabad Primary School, 
Quetta Public School, Hazara Public School and Ummat Public School. The paintings 
were judged for color, orientation and messages on the importance of water. First, 
second and third positions were secured by the students from Killi Bilal Shahwani, 
Tameer-e-Nasle Nau Public School and Mominabad Girls Primary School.  

Model Contest 

All the participating schools presented 
3-D models. The messages conveyed 
related to mis-management of water 
resources, the indiscriminate use of 
ground water and unsafe drinking 
water leading to different diseases.  
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Remarks by Mr. Stefano, Representative, UNICEF  

Mr. Stefano said that current wastage of 
water was a key factor in the depletion of 
water reservoirs. He added that a focus on 
water conservation could surely bring 
about a positive change. We would be able 
to increase agriculture production, have 
safe water to drink, and improve our 
health. He asked questions about the links 
between hygiene, clean drinking water and 
health. The children gave informative 
answers. Mr. Stefano made them promise 
to educate their friends and communities on hygiene, clean drinking water and health.  

Vote of Thanks 

Ms. Farzana from UN-HABITAT thanked all the 
participants. She especially appreciated the 
schoolchildren for their active role in WWD. The event 
concluded with prizes for speeches, tableau, models, 
and paintings.   

Pictures of the Event 
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Focus Group Discussion  

In the afternoon, a focus group discussion (FGD) was organized under the project of 

“Water and Sanitation Improvement in Informal Settlements through Gender 

Mainstreaming and Empowerment of Local 

Authority” at Boys Scout Hall Quetta. The 

session was facilitated by Mr. Muhammad 

Khalil and co-facilitated by Ms. Humaira 

Mandokhail.  

The participants represented the relevant 

government departments and agencies 

(Planning & Development, Public Health 

Engineering, Balochistan Water and 

Sanitation Authority), academic institutions, 

environmental and agriculture specialists, UN Agencies and non-government 

organizations. 

The participants were briefed about a concept paper on climate change and 

urbanization. The specific objectives of the FGD were to identify: 

 Long term impacts of climate change & the need for conservation of water;  

 Climate Change Indicators;  

 Ways to reduce the contribution of cities to climate change;  

 Necessary preparations and methods for disaster risk reduction; 
and   

 Create of a stakeholder group on the subject. 

Process and Outcomes of the FGD 

The participants shared that sustainable development is about the proper utilization of 

resources. It aims to meet current human needs while conserving the environment so 

that it can continue to meet the needs of future generations.   

Through better planning, awareness campaigns and better utilization of water 

resources, everyone can get access to clean and safe drinking water. Through water 

management and conservation, we can improve agricultural products which will 

ultimately lead to poverty reduction which is perhaps the major cause of deforestation. 

The participants shared that government departments only show development on 

paper, but nothing on the ground.   

The FGD was informative. Experts from different organizations shared their 

experiences. Two key findings were that behavioral change is the most important 

component for the provision of safe drinking water for future generations, and 

conservation is only possible after individual behavior has changed.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environment_(biophysical)
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World Water Day 2011: Vehari 
 

The sponsors (MOE, UNICEF, UN-HABITAT, & WSSCC) and event manager (PIEDAR) 
collaborated with Plan-Pakistan to celebrate WWD 2011 along with 12 PIEDAR partner 
schools, four Plan Cluster schools, ten community organizations, and Government 
agencies. In addition to Tehsil Municipal Administration (TMA), officials from Public 
Health Engineering, Environment Protection and Information Departments also took part 
in preparatory planning and implementation.      

Pre-Event Planning and Water Walks 

PIEDAR held meetings with its partner schools and shared the WWD 2011 theme and 
concept note with them. It was decided that schoolchildren would conduct door to door 
visits in the city area to collect data on water quality issues. Subsequent sessions were 
held with the Environmental Clubs of the schoolchildren to equip them with information 
on common water quality issues and water purification methods to share with local 
communities. The children were accompanied by a designated teacher on the survey 
assignments.  

The following four PIEDAR partner schools conducted door to door visits and street 
walks to collect data on water challenges in Vehari:   

1. Decent Institute of Education, College Town, Vehari 
2. Decent Public High School, 9/11-WB 
3. Sir Syed Public School, Peoples Colony, Vehari 
4. The Knowledge Home, G- Block Vehari.  

The students carried placards and charts during the Water Walks with messages on the 
importance of water, on methods of water purification, and the issue of water wastage. 
The students prepared for WWD competition on the basis of data collected by them.  

A Plan Cluster School, Bilal Public School, Sharqi Colony also joined the pre-event 
planning activities. PIEDAR trained its Principal and teachers in testing water quality. 
The school also conducted door to door visits in Sharqi Colony and collected water 
quality data.  

PIEDAR networked with line departments, Plan Vehari and other partner organizations 
to ensure the success of WWD. A meeting was held with line departments and Plan 
Vehari at PIEDAR office on 16 March 2011 to finalize the arrangements for WWD. The 
Steering Group decided to hold a Water Walk on 21 March to raise awareness on water 
challenges in addition to the main event. It was agreed that students would lead the 
walk and demonstrate how to check and how to purify water at the point of use. 
PIEDAR contacted DPO and SHO Vehari and obtained security cover for the walk.  

The Water Walk was accomplished successfully on 21 March. Eight banners with water 
messages were displayed in different public places to raise awareness about water and 
provide information on World Water Day. More details on the Water Walk are provided 
at Annex 5.  
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Objectives  

The objectives of WWD 2011 event at Vehari were to:  
 

 Raise awareness about the importance of water for life; 

 Raise awareness about the importance of safe drinking water for health; 

 Share information on methods for water purification; 

 Assess the challenges faced in water supply to urban areas; 

 Engage line departments who work on water supply for urban areas to address the 
challenges; 

 Develop the interest of children in safe drinking water issues; and  

 Develop leaders of campaigns for safe water for all in urban areas. 
 

Participants 

A total 192 participants from PIEDAR partner schools, Plan partner schools, Line 
Departments, civil society organizations and media based in Vehari attended the main 
function at Jinnah Hall of the TMA on 22 March. The participants comprised:   

# Schools/Departments Students/Teachers 
/Other Participants 

1 15 Schools 123 Students 

2 As above 27 Teachers 

3 Plan Vehari  2 

4 TMA Vehari 7 

5 PHED Vehari 5 

6 EPD Vehari 2 

7 District Information Office 
Vehari 

2 

8 RASTI (Plan partner) 1 

9 Media persons 8 

10 PIEDAR Vehari 5 

 Total  192 

 

Shah   Zaib, a student recited from the Holy Quran, while Natasha recited a Naat.  

Ms. Aalia Sundus PIEDAR welcomed the schools, organizations, line departments, 
CBOs, Plan staff, PIEDAR staff and the chief guests, Mr. Asad Farooq Mehdi, PUM-
Plan Vehari and Malik Manzoor, TO (I & O) TMA 
Vehari. She also shared information on the theme 
of World Water Day 2011 “Water for cities, 
responding to the urban challenges” with specific 
focus on children led demonstration of water 
purification at the point of use.  
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Presentations from line departments  

Mr. Zahid Mehmood, CDO PHED made a presentation on the extension work of his 
Department at the community level. He highlighted the challenges regarding water 
supply. 

Mr. Imtiaz Malik, Inspector Environment made a presentation on water pollution in urban 
areas. He highlighted:  

 Urban water pollution at source 
 Problems with sewage water 
 Effects of water pollution 
 Solutions 
 Control of water pollution  
 Preventing domestic causes of water pollution 
 

Mr. Malik Manzoor, TO (I &O) TMA Vehari shared information about the work of TMA on 
water supply to Vehari city. He also highlighted the challenges of water supply. TMA 
Vehari spends Rs.20 million annually on water supply schemes, but communities need 
to cooperate with TMA in maintaining its water filter plants.   

School and Student Competitions 
Students from the partner schools made speeches, and presented skits and poems on 
the water challenges in Vehari city. The students also drew posters on the challenges 
and their solutions. The schools presented models of water purification made from 
recycled materials.  

The following schools participated in the competitions: 

1) Decent Institute of Education, College 
town 

2) Decent Public High School, 9/11- WB 
3) Decent School System, 45-WB 
4) Bilal Public High School, Sharqi Colony 

Vehari 
5) Sir Syed Public School, Peoples Colony 
6) The Knowledge Home, G-Block Vehari. 
7) Govt. Girls Middle School, 83-WB. 
8) Al-Rehan Public School, 56-WB. 

Eight posters were drawn by students during the 
event. They divided their charts into two parts by 
drawing a line. The requirement of the poster competition was to draw the challenges 
related to water in urban areas on one side of the chart and on other side the solutions 
to these challenges. Eight models were also displayed in the foyer. The participants 
visited the models and appreciated the work of PIEDAR partner schools. 



 18 

A quiz competition was also held. Questions were asked; children raised their hands to 
answer the question. Prizes were also distributed among the children who answered the 
questions correctly. 

Mr. Malik Manzoor, TMA, Mr. Iftikhar Ahmed Laghari, WES Officer Plan Vehari and Mr. 
Ijaz Rasool Team Leader PIEDAR Vehari were the judges for all categories of 
competition. 

Speeches 

Ch. Attiq-ur-Rehman from Al-Barq Development Organization 559- EB thanked PIEDAR 
for raising awareness on safe drinking water in schools. He requested PIEDAR to also 
involve mosques and madrisas in such events in future.   

Chief Guest, Mr. Asad Farooq, Program Unit Manager, Plan Vehari spoke on the 
importance of water in the context of Islam. He highlighted the challenges especially 
water contamination and water wastage in daily life. He thanked PIEDAR for actively 
engaging civil society, schools and partner organizations at the district level in WWD.    

Mr. Ijaz Rasool, Team Leader PIEDAR Vehari said that there is need to sensitize 
government agencies as well as guide households on importance and methods of water 
purification. He thanked the participants for their active involvement in planning and 
implementing WWD at Vehari.   

Prize Distribution   
Prizes were given to position holder schools and students. Information on the prize 
winning schools is at Annex 5.   
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World Water Day 2011: Kabirwala 
 

PIEDAR has been working with the schools of Kabirwala town and surrounding rural 
areas for more than a decade on environmental education. This has included observing 
WWD and other environmental days with them. The objective is to promote values and 
habits for primary environmental care. WWD 2011 was celebrated on 22 March 2011 at 
City Club, Kabirwala along with partner schools, government departments, and local 
NGOs.  

Executive District Officer (EDO) Education Khanewal was the Chief Guest. EDO 
Literacy also attended and appreciated the efforts of the students. Syed Fida Hussain 
UNICEF Multan also participated as Monitor. A total of 135 participants attended the 
function.  

Participants at WWD 2011 Event at Kabirwala 

Students   Teachers Local 
Organizations 

Education 
Department  

Environment  
Department 

Literacy 
Department 

Media 

85 31 11 03 02 02 01 

 

The program started with recitation from the Holy Quran and Naat. PIEDAR 
representative welcomed the participants and shared the objective and plan for the day.   

 

The following schools participated in the skit 
competition: 

 Garrison School System, Kabirwala 

 Fatima Jinnah Public School,  
Kabirwala 

 Sunbeam  School System, Mahni Siyal 

 Rehman Pilot School, Khanewal 

 Good Luck Public School, Shantinagar 
 

The following schools participated in the speech competition: 

 The Base Public School, Kabirwala 

 Misali Science School, Khanewal 

 Bright Future School, Khanewal 

 Fort Grammar School, Kot islam 
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The following schools participated in the poem competition: 

 Quaid-e-Azam Junior Model School, Kabirwala 

 National English School, Khanewal 

 Al-Aleem Cadet School, Mulapur 

 City Public School, Kabirwala 
 

The following schools participated in the 
poster competition: 

 Fatima Jinnah Public School, 
Kabirwala 

 Garrison School System, Kabirwala 

 Sunbeam  School System, Mahni Siyal 

 Good Luck Public School, Shantinagar  

 Rehman Pilot School, Khanewal 

 Misali Science School, Khanewal 

 Fort Grammar School, Kot Islam 

 Al-Wadood Public School, Khanewal 
 

Three judges were nominated to adjudicate the performance in the competitions. The 
awards are listed at Annex IV.  

Appreciation by Chief Guest  
The chief guest appreciated the views of students 
on the importance of water, and acknowledged the 
efforts of the students, schools and PIEDAR for 
safe water and water conservation. Children are 
among the leading change agents in society, he 
said, and working at the grass roots with children 
to change attitudes and behaviors on water 
management is important and highly 
commendable.    

Vote of Thanks 
Ms. Irem Zahoor, PIEDAR, thanked the participants for their active engagement in 
WWD and appreciation of the work of the children. The guests visited the corner 
reserved for the display of models, and appreciated the practices for the re-use and 
recycling of materials.  

Refreshments were served to all the participants,. At the end, prizes were distributed to 
the winning schools.   
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Summing Up 
 

First, the sponsors of this WWD 2011 initiative achieved quite impressive direct active 

engagement. Nearly 1,000 students and teachers from 131 Government and private 

schools that cater to communities living in urban slums and peri-urban squatter 

settlements attended the WWD events. In particular, many of these students and 

teachers were involved in preparatory activities for a whole month before WWD. During 

a busy examinations period, they devoted their time for co-curricular activities to 

undertaking action research on urban water quality issues and developing water 

purification models from waste materials, preparing speeches and poems, and skits, 

and brushing up their sketching techniques. In total, schoolchildren under this initiative 

prepared 87 models, created 23 poems and wrote, rehearsed and presented 20 skits. 

Another 58 prepared and delivered speeches on water purification at point of use, while 

115 made paintings or sketched posters at the WWD events (Table 1). 

Second, the spread of WWD activities under this initiative was quite notable. It covered 

Government and private schools in the Federal Capital and twin city of Rawalpindi. It 

also reached out to three provincial capitals, Lahore, Peshawar, and Quetta. It was able 

to demonstrate that WWD activities can be successfully extended to the medium sized 

and small towns of Pakistan. 

Third, it demonstrated collaboration between Federal and provincial governments, 

international agencies, and international and national NGOs and local community 

organizations, and between Government and private school systems. This broad-based 

ownership has inherent strengths for dissemination and advocacy. In fact, some 

success in targeted WASH advocacy with Provincial and Local Government officials 

and school managements may be claimed from the record presented.  

Fourth, the initiative achieved reasonable coverage in the press and electronic media. 

One highlight was the live radio coverage of water experts and students at Islamabad. 

Another was the coverage given in the Urdu newspapers to the Water Walk in Vehari. 

Fifth, the WWD 2011 events have given the sponsors fresh insights on the perceptions 

of children and youth living in marginal urban settlements about their social and 

environmental situations. As stated by the Director-General Environment, the learning 

should be incorporated in the National Drinking Water Policy, 2009. The findings may 

also be used for review and more focused implementation of national and provincial 

Behavior Change Communication Strategies for Hygiene Promotion, and incorporated 

in the model manual for Environmental Clubs.  
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Annex 1: Students and Schools in WWD Competitions at Islamabad-

Rawalpindi  

Poetry Competition 
1. Iman Tariq, DIL Community School, Pind Malkan, Islamabad 
2. Hadia and Laiba, Naunihal Public School, Satellite Town, Rawalpindi 
3. Fatima, F.G. Junior School, No. 35, G-8/4, Islamabad 
4. F.G. Model Schools for Girls, I-8/1, Islamabad 
5. Esha Tur Razia, DIL Community School, Chatro, Islamabad 
6. DIL Community School, Qureshian Abad, Islamabad 
7. DIL Community School,Shah Jeevan, Islamabad 

Declamation Contest 
1. Laraib Fatima, F.G. Model School, No. 10, G-8/2, Islamabad 
2. Seher Islam, F.G. Model School for Girls, I-8/1, Islamabad 
3. Muniba Noor, F.G. Model School for Girls, I-8/1, Islamabad 
4. Sania Bibi, DIL Community School, Ghora Mast, Islamabad 
5. Ausaf Ali, Allama Iqbal  Mission High School, Rawalpindi 
6. Usama Mehmood, Holy Purpose School, Rawalpindi 
7. Naima Naz, Apna Model School, Rawalpindi 

Poster Competition 
1. F.G. Comprehensive School, F-6/1, Islamabad 
2. F.G. Model School for Girls, G-6, 1/3, Islamabad 
3. F.G. Junior Model School, No. 2, G-6/2, Islamabad 
4. F.G. Junior School, No. 35, G-8/4, Islamabad 
5. F.G. Junior School, No. 44, G-8/4, Islamabad 
6. F.G. Junior Model Schools, I-8/1, Islamabad 
7. F.G. Model Schools for Girls, I-8/1, Islamabad 
8. DIL Community School, Chak Kamdar, Islamabad 
9. DIL Community School, Ghora Mast, Islamabad 
10. DIL Community School, Choal Patan, Islamabad 
11. Allama Iqbal  Mission High School, Rawalpindi 
12. Rising Stars Model School, Rawalpindi 

Model Competition 
1. F.G. Comprehensive School, F-6/1, Islamabad   2 Models 
2. F.G. Model School, No. 10, G-8/2, Islamabad   1 Model 
3. F.G. Junior Model Schools, I-8/1, Islamabad   1 Model 
4. DIL Community School, Chak Kamdar, Islamabad  1 Model 
5. DIL Community School, Choal Patan, Islamabad   1 Model 
6. Buraq School, Rawalpindi     1 Model 
7. Apna Model School, Rawalpindi     4 Models 
8. Fayyaz Memorial School, Rawalpindi    1 Model 
9. Rising Stars Public School, Rawalpindi    2 Models 
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Annex 2: Prize Winning Schools and Students at WWD 2011 at Lahore 

Poster Competition:  
Prizes were awarded by Mrs. Safia Aijaz Khan (PIEDAR), Ms. Sana Hussain and Mr. Sajid Iqbal (Water and 

Sanitation Sector Urban Unit, Planning & Development) to the following schools:  

Government Primary School Standard Children      1st Position  

New Muslim Public High School        2nd Position  

Islamic Foundation School        3rd Position  

Model Competition:  
Prizes were awarded to the following schools by Ms. Shumaila (UN-HABITAT) 

New Muslim Public High School        1st Position  

New Oxford School System        2nd Position  

Government Primary Standard Children      3rd Position 

Declamation Contest: 
Prizes were awarded to the following students by Mian Khalid Mehmood (Director Environment)  

Govt. Girls Primary School Minhala Khurd   Taiba Idrees  1st Position 

Government Primary School Standard Children   Nayyab Batool  2nd Position 

Government New Islamia Girls P/S Garhi Shahu  Nayyab Ghulam  3rd Position  

Skit Competition: 
Prizes were also awarded to the winners of Skit competition 

Elite Public School         1st Position  

Govt. Primary School, Minhala Khurd        2nd Position  

Govt. Primary School, Attari Saroba      3rd Position 
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Annex 3: Prize Winning Schools and Students on WWD 2011 at Peshawar  
 

The declamation contest position holders were:       

 

S# 

 

Student name 

 

School name 

 

Position 

 

1 

 

Fatima Ashraf 

 

G.G.H.S Mian Gujar 

 

1st 

 

2 

 

Adam Khan 

 

New Hira Public School (B.S), 

Mian Gujar 

 

2nd 

 

3 

 

Shahab Ullah 

 

G.P.S for boys, Wahid Garhi 

 

3rd 

 

The poster competition position holders were: 

 

S# 

 

Student name 

 

School name 

 

Position 

 

1 

 

Hifsa Bibi 

 

G.G.H.S Mian Gujar 

 

1st  

 

2 

 

M. Jawad 

 

G.P.S for Boys, Wahid 

Garhi 

 

2nd  

 

3 

 

M. Asim 

 

Muslim Children Academy 

 

3rd  
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Annex 4: Students and Schools in Speech Contest Quetta 
 

S. No. Name of student 
 

Name of school 

1 
 

Maria Dawood Killi Billal Shahwani 

2 
 

Narges Abrahim Quetta Public School 

3 
 

Sameena Ummat Public School 

4 
 

Hameeda Tameer-e-Nasle Nau  

5 
 

Kainat Seasame Street Public 
School 

6 
 

Sana Tameer-e-Nasle Nau 

7 
 

Maya  Ummat Public School 

8 
 

Zara Seasame Street Public 
School 

9 
 

Farah Al-Mustafa Public School 
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Annex 5: Water Walk and Prizes Awarded at WWD 2011 at Vehari 

Annex 5.1: Water  Walk:  

A campaign walk was conducted on 21 

March, 2011 at Vehari city. Four 

PIEDAR partner schools participated 

in the walk with 15 children and two 

male teachers from each school. Two 

Plan cluster schools also participated 

in the walk. Three members from 

PHED, two from EPD, two from TMA, 

three members from Plan Vehari, three 

media officials 

and seven 

members from PIEDAR Vehari participated in the walk.  

Participants carried placards about water contamination, 

purification methods and other water messages during the walk. 

The walk started from Bilal Public High School, Masani Bagh on 

09:05 am and reached Jinnah Road.  It then went to the filtration 

plant, passing the Press Club. At the filtration plant, the students 

demonstrated how to check the water quality. Walking again to 

the filtration plant at Sharqi Colony passing through Dist. 

Hospital, Officers’ Colony, University Road and main road of 

Sharqi colony, the participants completed a walk of 6 km. 

Security was provided by the DPO in the form of mobile police and Muhafiz Force.  

Annex 5.2: Prizes Awarded  

# Activity 1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize 

1 Poems Decent School System, 
45-WB 

Govt. Girls Middle 
School, 83-WB 

Sir Syed Public 
School, Peoples 
Colony 

2 Declamation contest Bilal Public High 
School, Sharqi Colony 

Govt. Girls Middle 
School, 83-WB 

Decent School 
System, 45-WB 

3 Role Play Decent Institute of 
Education, College 
Town 

Bilal Public High 
School, Sharqi Colony 

Decent Public High 
School, 9-11 WB 

4 Poster competition Decent Institute of 
Education, College 
Town 

Bilal Public High 
School, Sharqi Colony 

The Knowledge 
Home, G-Block 
Vehari 

5 Model Competition Bilal Public High 
School, Sharqi Colony 

The Knowledge Home 
G-Block Vehari 

Decent School 
System, 45-WB 
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Annex 6: Prizes awarded at WWD 2011 at Kabirwala 
 

Skit Competition 

1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize 

Rehman Pilot School 
Khanewal 

Garrison School 
System Kabirwala 

Fatima Jinnah Public 
School Kabirwala 

 

Poem Competition 

1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize 

National English School 
Khanewal 

Quaid-e-Azam Junior 
Model School 
Kabirwala 

City Public School 
Kabirwala 

 

Speech Competition 

1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize 

The Base Public School 
Kabirwala 

Bright Future School 
Khanewal 

Fort Grammar School 
Kot islam 

 

Model Competition 

1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize 

Garrison School System 
Kabirwala 

National English School 
Khanewal 

Fatima Jinnah School 
Kabirwala 

 

Poster Competition 

1st Prize 2nd Prize 3rd Prize 

Sunbeam School system 
Kabirwala 

National English School 
Khanewal 

Fatima Jinnah School 
Kabirwala 
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Table 1: WWD 2011 Participation by Region and Topic 
 

Place/Participation Schools Teachers 
attended  
WWD Event 

Schoolchildren 
attended  
WWD Event 

Models 
Prepared 
by Children 

Schoolchildren 
who made 
Posters 

Poems  
Recited  

Tableau/ 

Skits  

Student 
Declamations 

Islamabad-
Rawalpindi 

37 56 186 14 12 7 1 7 

Lahore 21 35 94 10 40  4 15 

Peshawar 17 52 163 10 17 4 3 17 

Quetta 10 20 70 14 30  1 9 

Vehari 15 27 123 8 8 8 6 6 

Kabirwala 31 31 85 31 8 4 5 4 

Total 131 221 721 87 115 23 20 58 

Note: as actually accomplished 


