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FACT SHEET 

STEPPING UP TO 

SUSTAINABILITY 
CHALLENGE 

As the changing climate increasingly threatens food 
security, biodiversity, and general livelihood, the 
South African community is being brought together to 
learn about how they can live more sustainably and 
prepare for inevitable ecological change. 

APPROACH 

Working across South Africa, the Wildlife and 
Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA) 
develops capacities in municipalities that stand to be 
most affected by a change in climate. This $2.2 
million project funded by USAID implements an 
innovative seven step program to cultivate 
sustainable practices in local communities, including 
rainwater harvesting and water storage, organic 
agriculture, solar power, and energy efficiency, 
among others. In collaboration with the South African 
Qualification Authority (SAQA), WESSA is able to 
provide accredited trainings to junior and mid-level 
professionals to expand their environmental skills and 
employment opportunities. Initiated in January 2011 
and continuing until January 2014, the program has 
and will continue to inspire thousands of South 
African leaders who want positively influence their 
environment. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To establish eleven permanent “sustainability 
commons” as well as two satellite commons where 
interested people can access resources and build 
their skills to live more sustainably, 
 

2. To develop and administer a curriculum consisting 
of both accredited and unaccredited trainings to 
empower people to address climate change, 

 
3. To develop and advance the use of innovative sustainable technologies that 

enhance human resiliency in the face of climate change.  

 

 

 

RESULTS 
 2,250 participants have an 

increased capacity to adapt to 
climate change after having 
attended presentations, 
workshops, and/or trainings.  

 54 “Stories of Change” have been 
submitted by participants sharing 
valuable lessons. 

 1,001 participants have commited 
to making specific lifestyle 
“change choices” towards 
sustainability. 

 150 educators trained to teach 
sustainability curriculum  

 A variety of sustainable 
technologies ranging from solar 
cookers to  heat retaining ‘wonder 
baskets’ have been designed and 
adopted by participants. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 Wayne Peddie: +27(0)33-330-

3931 ext. 2134; wp@wessa.co.za 
 Kerry Reeves: +27(0)12-452-

2266;  kreeves@usaid.gov 
 http://www.usaid.gov/southern-

africa-regional/environment 


